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and lay gnashing her teeth with rage. To tie a gorilla down is
something of a feat, but to enter the cage where she is tied is a
thing I have done only once, and never propose to do again.
The strength of these animals is phenomenal. They can take
and twist the barrel of a rifle more easily than we can bend a
pin.
'She lay there grinning up at us, blood and saliva running
down her face. Her great canine teeth were bared like those
of a snarling dog as she let out yell after yell. The pupils of her
eyes were enormously dilated under the heavy brows.
el had seen that look before, on the face of a homicidal
lunatic; one who had killed several men. It was a mixture of
ferocity and cunning. One felt that, though she had struggled
mightily, she had not yet put forth her supreme endeavor.
This she did when we got in. The whole cage rocked with her
efforts, the mighty muscles of her swollen belly stood out like
cords, and the milk spurted from her breasts. For a moment I
thought she would break her bonds; had she done so, it would
not have taken long to tear us, literally, into small shreds. I
had imagined till that moment that I was hardened to any-
thing, for I had seen many horrible sights; but that colossal
animal lying there, chattering and coughing with rage, cov-
ered with blood, upset me. She had a man's arm beside her.
We had come too late to treat him, and he had died. He
would have in any case, for, coming too near, his arm had been
torn from its socket as a branch might be plucked from a tree.
It was not the neatly amputated limb to which one gets
accustomed, but a gory lump; and Channel, in his white coat,
with his instruments in his hand, was as calm as if he were
about to examine a bacillus through a microscope.
CI do not believe the action of his heart was accelerated, or
that he even contemplated the possibility of disaster. To him
this enormous anthropoid was a scientific problem, but I felt
otherwise. Perhaps, even then, I knew that evil would come
of this unnatural thing.